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704 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XIII. 

La philosophic en Amerique depuis les origines jusqu' a nos jours (1607— 
1 god) : Essai Historique. Par L. van Becelaere, O.P. New York, 
The Eclectic Publishing Co., 1904. — pp. xvii, 180. 

It is an interesting circumstance that the first extended survey of phi- 
losophy in the United States should have been written by a scholar of 
foreign origin and a minister of religion in a communion whose tenets did 
not appeal to the early American thinkers, whose attention to speculative 
questions was so largely motived by their theological aims. In its first 
form the present treatise was published as a series of articles during the 
years 1902-1903 in the Revue Thomiste of Paris. Since their original issue 
the author has "worked over, revised, and completed" his papers, until 
now he has woven them into a connected account of American philosoph- 
ical thinking from its beginnings down to the present time. In the prose- 
cution of this task, Father van Becelaere has enjoyed the sympathy and 
counsel of a number of American scholars in the philosophical field, — 
Harris, Royce, Hall, Curtis, Creighton, Duncan, Cattell, and others, and 
his own treatise is happily brought to the notice of students in the felicitous 
Introduction in which Professor Royce has at once characterized in outline 
the spirit of American thinking and expressed his discriminating commen- 
dation of the historical essay which follows. Father van Becelaere has 
also been at pains to acquaint himself with the briefer descriptions of 
American philosophy which have from time to time been printed in the dif- 
ferent histories of philosophy (by ex-President Porter, for example, in the 
American translation of Ueberweg, and Professor Curtis in the later edi- 
tions of Ueberweg-Heinze), or in the reviews (e. g., by Hall in Mind, and 
Creighton in the Kant Studieri), as well as with the occasional monographs 
(<?. g., Hall on " American College Textbooks " etc., in the Proceedings of 
the American Antiquarian Society, Jones, Early American Philosophers), 
which, together with the former, may be said to constitute materials for the 
more complete historical treatment of our thought. More especially, he has 
given careful attention to the collateral literature bearing on his subject, and 
by means of diligent study has succeeded in grasping the American point 
of view as well as in reading himself into the spirit of our classical authori- 
ties. And if he has not in every case arrived at results free from all sugges- 
tion of dogmatic prepossessions, he has so nearly approached his ideal that 
it may be questioned whether a native-born, Protestant scholar could have 
so well maintained an impartial attitude in recounting the history of move- 
ments in regard to which his own sympathies would in the nature of the 
case have been engaged. 

La philosophic en Amerique divides into eight chapters, an "Epilogue," 
and a brief appendix devoted to the work of American thinkers who have 
been members of the Church of Rome. Of the principal chapters, the first 
four deal with the origins of American philosophical thinking and the course 
of its development down to the period which includes the present time. They 
are severally entitled: I, " L' esprit americain et la pensee speculative ;" 
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II, " La periode coloniale, 1607-1765 ;" III, " L' influence ecossaise ;" IV, 
" L' influence de la philosophic allemande." The discussions comprised 
in this group, which amounts to rather more than one-half of the whole 
essay, not only describe our thought in its beginnings and earlier progress, 
but also exemplify the author's purpose to treat the connection of reflective 
thinking with the intellectual, social, and moral development of the nation. 
Toward their close they lead naturally over to the consideration of contem- 
porary movements, which are recorded in a series of expositions of a little 
less than equal length : Chap. V, " Ecoles contemporaines — idealistes ; " 
VI, "La philosophie de revolution;" VII, "La psychologie ;" VIII, "A 
1' heure presente. " In this division of his field and organization of his mate- 
rial, Father van Becelaere has encountered the difficulties of arrangement 
which always confront the historian of opinion, and in addition certain others 
which are incident to the special development of American thought. In 
spite of the dangers which lurk in such conditions, the suggestiveness of 
his historical conception and its fruitfulness will be evident from the outline 
of the argument which the statement of these heads of chapters may serve 
to furnish. With omissions of a substantive sort he is seldom to be charged. 
Of the three suggested in the Introduction by Professor Royce, who holds 
that the treatise would gain by being enlarged, the most serious is the ab- 
sence of a full account of recent Pragmatism, though in regard to this it 
might perhaps be said that the movement has attained its greatest promi- 
nence since the date with which the author's survey closes. 

Concerning the historical treatment of details, a similar judgment is in 
place : while Father van Becelaere' s work is open here and there to criti- 
cism, he is to be congratulated that he has successfully accomplished so 
much. Or, in the words of the Introduction, which may stand as an antici- 
pation of the probable verdict of philosophical scholars at large : ' ' Every- 
where the earnest effort to collect the material and to present fairly the 
result, is evident. And we students of philosophy in America will cer- 
tainly feel thankful for what we get in this study in the way of exposition 
and comparison ; and we shall hope for more in the same spirit. We our- 
selves possess no study made by one of ourselves that is anywhere nearly 
as adequate "(p. xi). 

A. C. Armstrong. 

Wesleyan University. 

La dottrina della conoscensa nei moderni precursori di Kant. Per E. 
Troilo. Torino, Fratelli Bocca, 1904. — pp. x, 304. 

The precursors of Kant whose theories of knowledge are expounded 
and criticised in Dr. Troilo' s book are Bacon, Galileo, Descartes, Leibniz, 
Wolff, Berkeley, Locke, and Hume. It is evident, therefore, that almost 
the whole of pre-Kantian epistemology since the sixteenth century is in- 
cluded in the scope of his work, and it is perhaps to be regretted that it 
could not have been so far extended as to have included some notice of 



